Department Chair Meeting Minutes
College of Arts and Sciences
February 1, 2011

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday, February 1, 2011.  Dr. Vagn K. Hansen, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, presided.  Department Chairs present:  Ms. Chiong-Yiao Chen, Dr. Paul Kittle, Dr. Brent Olive, Dr. Gregory Pitts, Dr. Phil Bridgmon, Dr. Ron Smith, Dr. Robert Garfrerick, Dr. Craig Christy, Dr. Lisa Keys-Mathews, Dr. Christopher Maynard, Dr. David Muse, LTC Michael Snyder, Dr. David McCullough, Dr. Brenda Webb, Dr. Richard Hudiburg, Dr. Joy Borah, and Dr. Craig Robertson.  Debbie Tubbs took the minutes.  

1.	Approval of Minutes.  The minutes from December 7, 2010, were approved by consensus.

2.	Report from COAD.  Dr. Hansen reported that the COAD had met three times since this group last met and the following topics were discussed:  
	December 14:
· Plans were discussed to take a trip to Redstone Arsenal and Dr. Hansen thanked those that went on this trip.
· Randy Horn discussed computer replacements
· Tuition remission was discussed and discussion included whether courses should be toward a degree or to improve one’s job performance.  The issue was unresolved but taking courses during the work day should be discussed with supervisors and work schedules should be considered
· Distance learning training.
· First summer operation in China.  The College of business raised money for scholarships and there will be courses from the COB and the CAS with no prerequisites required.  The program is open to both undergraduate and graduate students and the session will be June 3 – July 3.
· Funding of faculty development and research grants.  The University has set aside funds and our college will receive a little over half.
· Accommodations for students with disabilities for on-line courses such as students who are unable to see or hear are being discussed.  We need to make sure the on-line courses are accessible to all.
· August intersession courses will be considered as part of summer school for everything except grades.  The grades will be part of the fall semester.
January 31:
· Shared Governance and Student Council are proposing an alternate calendar for the fall semester with the week of Thanksgiving off.  The proposal has been discussed in the Academic and Student Affairs Committee and will go through all three Senates for various alternatives.
· Policies and procedures information flow is still slow.  There has been a proposal to revise the Shared Governance document so that Faculty Senate will rule on faculty only issues and the same for Staff Senate for staff.

3.	Curriculum Proposal from the Department of Communications.  Dr. Pitts made a motion to submit COM 205 Communication in a Global Age to STARS for consideration as a possible General Education (Area IV) candidate course in accordance with the STARS/AGSC specifications under the Interdisciplinary/Honors/Innovative rubric and the motion was seconded.  The motion was opened for discussion and unanimously adopted.

Dr. Pitts made a motion to submit COM 133 Cinema Appreciation to STARS for consideration as a possible General Education (Area II) candidate course in accordance with the STARS/AGSC specifications under the Interdisciplinary/Honors/Innovative rubric and the motion was seconded.  This motion was thoroughly discussed and at one point Dr. McCullough moved to table this motion but his motion was defeated 11 to 6.  Dr. Hansen called for a vote on Dr. Pitts’ motion and the motion passed with 14 yeas, 1 nay, and 2 abstentions. 

4.	Curriculum Proposals from the Department of English.  Dr. Smith made a motion to create a new course, EN 466/566 Sociolinguistics primarily to support the College of Education’s master’s program in TESOL, but will also be useful for undergrad and grad students in English who intend to focus on rhetoric and linguistics and the motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and unanimously adopted.

	Dr. Smith made a motion to offer CLEP credit for EN 111 only and the motion was seconded.  During discussion it was suggested that this motion be tabled until the next meeting and Dr. Smith agreed to this.

5.	Curriculum Proposals from the Department of Geography.  Dr. Keys-Mathews made a motion to create a new course GE 597 Special Topics to match the GE 497 Special Topics course currently available and the motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and unanimously adopted.

	Dr. Keys-Mathews made a motion to change the number of core courses in the Master of Science in Geospatial Science from six courses (18 hours) to three courses (9 hours) to allow graduate students more flexibility in their interests at the graduate level.  The motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and unanimously adopted.

	Dr. Keys-Mathews made a motion to add an optional course, GE 595 Geography Internship, within the Master of Science in Geospatial Science program that provides a credit-based internship opportunity for graduate students.  The motion was second, opened for discussion, and unanimously adopted.

	Dr. Keys-Mathews made a motion to create a new course GE 404 Environmental Hazards and the motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and unanimously adopted.

6.	Curriculum proposals from the Department of History and Political Science.  Dr. Maynard made a motion to add HI 699 Thesis Defense to the requirements portion for the History Master’s degree as it is listed in the graduate catalog.  The motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and unanimously adopted.

7.	Summer School Revenues.  With meeting time running short Dr. Hansen just announced that these revenues will be coming soon.  

8.	Other.
	-Dr. Garfrerick asked about rollover money and expressed his desire that more information be shared with department chairs.


The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 a.m.

Minutes were submitted to Dr. Hansen on February 14, 2011.
Minutes were approved by Dr. Hansen on February 14, 2011.
Minutes will be submitted for approval to department chairs on February 15, 2011.
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